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Granny squares are a great basic item. A blanket can be made of several squares, or one 
giant square or rectangle. Once you master the basics, you will find a granny square is 
quite versatile. They can be worked in any weight of yarn, and different effects are 
possible by playing with hook size. 

There are actually a huge variety of squares that are called granny squares, but most folks 
mean a square worked in the round, entirely of Granny Stitch. Granny stitch is simply 3 
double crochets worked into the same space, generally around a chain space from the 
previous row or between 2 stitches in the previous row. 

So the elements of a granny square are: the basic Granny Stitch (3 double crochets 
worked into a space), and chain stitches.  

I will explain each step. A * marks places where variations are possible 

Granny Square 

Starting Chain : chain 5 *. Join to the start of the chain to form a circle 

Set up row 1 

 This sets your square’s 4 sides.  



 

Chain 3* (counts as first double crochet), make 2 double crochets around the chain circle 
rather than into a chain. Chain 2*, make a Granny Stitch, chain 2,  repeat until you have 4 
Granny Stitches. Chain 2, slip stitch into the top of the starting chain 3. * 

Set up row 2: 
This sets your square’s 4 corners. 

 Chain 3* (counts as first double crochet), make 
2 double crochets around the chain from 
previous row. This forms the first half of the 
first corner — we will finish this corner at the 
end of the round.  

 

Chain 1* Granny Stitch around the chain 2 from 
the previous row, chain 2, make another Granny 
Stitch in the same space. (second corner 
formed),  



chain 1, Granny Stitch around the chain 2 from the previous row, chain 2, make another 
Granny Stitch in the same space. (third corner formed),  

chain 1 Granny Stitch around the chain 2 from the previous row, chain 2, make another 
Granny Stitch in the same space. (fourth corner formed), chain 1, make a Granny Stitch 
in the space you began in to finish the first corner, chain 2, slipstitch into the top turning 
chain. * 

Row 3: This, and all the rest of the rows, are worked the same way. The corners are 
increases, so your square stays flat, each row with more sets of Granny stitches.  

Start just as you did in Set up row 2, forming the first half of the corner. 

  

Chain 1, work Granny stitch into the chain 1 space,  

chain 1, work  the second corner as before into the chain 2 space at the center of the 
corner,  



chain 1, work Granny stitch into the chain 1 space, chain 1, work  the third corner as 
before into the chain 2 space at the center of the corner, chain 1, work Granny stitch into 
the chain 1 space, chain 1,  

work  the fourth corner as before into the chain 2 space at the center of the corner, chain 
1, make a Granny Stitch in the space you began in to finish the first corner, chain 2, 
slipstitch into the top turning chain. * 

All subsequent rows are worked this way — corners worked into the center of the corners 
from the previous row, Granny stitches worked into the chain 1 spaces.     Yes, it really is 
that easy. 

Now for the variations:  
* The number of starting chains can very, or you could use a crochet Magic Loop. For an 

airy open square, you might make 6 or 7 starting chains. 
* Some people chain 2 instead of 3 for a turning chain for double crochet. For a Granny, I 

usually work a single crochet around the chain space, then chain 1 or 2 and the work 
the rest of the Granny stitch. 

*The number of chains  between Granny stitches can vary — for a very loose, airy 
square, you might make 2 chains between Granny Stitches. For a denser square, you 
might not make any chains at all between the Granny Stitches, though I’d still 
recommend making at LEAST a chain 1 at the center of each corner. 
*One classic version of Granny Square changes color after each row. In that case, you 
might want to finish off securely, perhaps even tying a knot, then working ends in. Then 
the new row could be started with a chain 3 where desired. 



Color options are endless: working a square in one color, changing colors each row, every 
2 rows, working the center in one color, the rest of the rows in a neutral color… whatever 
you imagine 

A blanket could be made of squares sewn or slipstitched together, or of one giant square. 
30-40 inches makes a nice square baby blanket or lap blanket. A full or double bed size is 
possible, though that isn’t a size we need at From the Heart.  

Which brings us to….How to make a rectangular blanket, working in rounds? 

One option: sew several squares together in a strip, then work around them in rows until 
the blanket is the desired size. When you get to a sewn-together set of corners, work 2 
double crochets into the center chain space of each corner, then on subsequent rows, treat 
the 2 sets of 2 as a single Granny stitch.  

Or, we can make a Granny Rectangle. 

How do we decide how many squares to sew together, or how long to make our starting 
chain?   It’s all determined by the finished size you want. Subtract the shorter dimension 
from the longer — that difference is the starting length.  So: 

A Chemo blanket is 30 X 48 inches, so a starting chain is 18 inches 
A bone marrow blanket is 36 X 72 inches, so starting chain is 36 inches 
Dialysis blankets are 30 or 32 X 60, so starting chain is 28-30 inches 

If you are sewing a strip of squares, the same measurements apply. 



Granny Rectangle 

Starting chain: Make a chain the size needed (18, 30 or 36 inches) plus 5 more chains 

 

Set up row 1: this is a bit different from the starting circle in a granny square. Double 
Crochet in the 5th chain from the hook, work 2 more double crochets in the same 
space.Chain 1, skip 2 chains, work Granny Stitch in next chain, chain 1.  It may seem odd 
to skip 2 chains, but chain 1 between Granny stitches. This is because the base of the 
Granny cluster of stitches is narrower than the top. Work Granny stitch, chain 1, skip 2 
chains, across until almost the end - 2 or 3 chains from the end. Work one double crochet 
in the very last chain. 



Set up round 2:  
Chain 3 (counts at a double crochet) work 2 more double crochets, chain 2, work Granny 
stitch, chain 2, Granny stitch around the double crochet. This forms the 2 corners for the 
end of the rectangle.  

Chain 1, Granny Stitch around the chain 2 space on starting chain,  continue all the way 
along the starting chain edge until you get to the chain 5 loop at the beginning. 

 Work Granny stitch, chain 2, Granny stitch, chain 2, Granny stitch (3 granny stitches and 
two chain 2 spaces) in the chain 5 space. 2 more corners formed. Work along the opposite 
side of Set up row 1 as you did on the first side. Join with a slip stitch to the starting chain 
3 of the round. 

The remaining rounds are worked the same as in a Granny Square - corners into the 
center chain 2 of the corner from the row before, Granny stitches into the chain 1 spaces. 
Work until the blanket is the desired size. 



Colors can be changed every row, or just one color. Self-striping yarn is wonderful in 
this. For a scrap blanket, new yarn can be joined with a Magic Knot or a Surgeon’s knot.  

More options! Or things to try  

Squares and rectangles are not the only shapes possible. Triangles, pentagons, hexagons 
and octagons, or any sort of equal sided shape is possible. Only triangles, squares, 
rectangles and hexagons can be sewn together  flat without gaps. Octagons can be sewn, 
with square spaces forming for an openwork look.  I have seen a sweater made by 
making 2 large hexagons, folding them, sewing a sleeve seam and leaving open for neck - 
I have only tried it on a Teddy bear. Pentagons can be folded to make a mini-Christmas 
stocking. 

There are a lot of options. 

I am also attaching Beth Williamson’s pattern for an Oblong Granny blanket. The set up 
for the center is a bit different, but also pretty.  

The number of things that can be made with Granny squares is staggering — there is 
always something new! 

Have fun! 




