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Cotton or Acrylic yarn (must be washable).   Use one or two strands of yarn, your choice.  A 
double strand of yarn makes a stronger nest while a single strand makes a softer nest.  The 
nests are usually lined with a paper towel or coffee filter to make them easier to clean daily. 
Hook – H   5.00mm 
Stitch marker 
Large eye needle for working in ends. 
 
Nests usually are made in two sizes with the small (4” diameter base) and large (5-6” diameter 
base).  However nests can be made any size desired.  The size is determined by the diameter of 
the base.  Size depends on how many birds will be in the nest and how big they are. 
 
Form a magic ring, ch 1, 6 sc in the ring, pull ring tight and slip stitch to join. 
 
Round 1:  Work 2 single crochets in each stitch around.  Place a marker after you have made the 
last sc.  (12 stitches).  The marker will help you keep track of the end of each round. 
 
Round 2:  1 sc in the first st, 2 sc in the next st.  Repeat around (18 sts)  You can move the 
marker up as you go. 
 
Round 3:  1 sc in the next 2 sts, 2 sc in the next st.  Repeat around. (24 sts) 
 
Round 4:  1 sc in the next 3 sts, 2 sc in the next st.  Repeat around.  (30 sts) 
 
Round 5: 1 sc in the next 4 sts, 2 sc in the next st.  Repeat around. (36 sts) This makes the 
smaller nest (about 4” diameter) so continue in this manner, increasing stitches as you go, to a 
desired larger size. 
 
Round 6:  This is the turning round which forms the sides of the nest and has no increases.  Sc 
around in the BACK LOOP only of each stitch around.  This will make the nest sit flat rather than 
being a cup shape.  Size is not critical. 
 
Remaining Rounds:  Continue single crocheting in BOTH LOOPS in each stitch around (36) until 
sides measure about 2 inches (about 8 rounds for a single strand of yarn and 5 rounds for a 
double strand of yarn).  Finish off or work one round of Crab Stitch. 
 
CRAB CROCHET STITCH 
Treat this stitch exactly like a single crochet, except that you are working into the stitch to the 
RIGHT of your hook (not the left).  To start the row, chain one and insert hook into the next full 
stitch to the right .  Pull up a loop.  Yarn over and pull through both loops on the hook.  Repeat 
around and join to your first crab stitch.  This gives a nice edge to the nest. 


